Nuu-chah-nulth questions for 2017 BC Provincial Election Candidates and
Political Parties
The William/Tsilhqgot’in decision changed the landscape in terms of Aboriginal Title
and Rights in BC and across Canada, what are you and your party committed to
doing to ensure that Aboriginal Title and Rights are respected, recognized, and
implemented? The BC NDP is committed to respecting Aboriginal Title and Rights.

The Supreme Court of Canada clearly established the legal rights of First Nations in
BC. To put it bluntly, these rights are a matter of law and justice.
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First Nations Control of First Nations Education remains a priority for Nuu-chah-
nulth First Nations. What are you and your party committed to doing to ensure that
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the Province of BC advances First Nations Control of First Nations Education with BC

First Nations? The BC NDP recognizes that achieving success in First Nations
graduation rates starts with ensuring First Nations children see themselves in their
studies. Working closely with First Nations, we will establish a curriculum for the
study of indigenous languages and history. Further, we will provide support to
indigenous communities seeking to revitalize their languages.
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on this issue.

8. BC’s Ministry of Transportation plays an important role when it applies to road
access for our First Nations. Are you committed to lobby and promote the paving
of roads in and out of our remote/rural communities? (i.e. paving and
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improvements to communities such as Bamfield, Nitnaht, Zeballos and Fair
Habour etc.) As MLA, | have been advocating strongly with the Minister of Forests
for substantial improvements to the Zeballos and Fair Harbour Roads. If the BC
NDP forms government we will work with the forestry licensee to ensure it
respects its social contract and that it maintains these roads up to the level of
highway standards.
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we will do that. And where possible we focus on community-based treatment.
Specifically on the overdose epidemic, the BC NDP will distribute life-saving
naloxone kits around the province and train people to use them. We’ll push

Ottawa to increase the penalties for dealers distributing death-dealing drugs like
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fentanyl. And we will establish a special initiative with First Nations leaders to
provide additional assistance where the impact of the crisis is greatest.

11. Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations want to ensure that resources taken out of their
Ha’wiih Hahoulthee (hereditary chiefs territories) is done to the highest
environmental and sustainable standards, while also ensuring that benefits such
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For candidates that are interested in responding if they could please send their responses to
myself(ken.watts@nuuchahnulth. org) prior to May 2" at 12 noon and we will post responses to the
Hashilthsa Facebook page and our website to help our citizens can make an informed decision. Thank
you.




